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At the request of the Ohio Department of Higher Education, a panel of Adapted Physical Education teachers and faculty members from across the state was convened by the Ohio Department of Higher Education in order to review and revise the Adapted Physical Education Standards and to ensure that Ohio’s programs prepare teacher educators with the knowledge and skills required to meet the needs of all students through adapted physical education. The Ohio Educator Licensure Program Standards for Adapted Physical Education Endorsement programs were reviewed between May 2018 and July 2019, with meetings occurring both face-to-face and virtually throughout the year. After extensive review and discussion, the committee determined that pairing down the extensive 2019 Adapted Physical Education National Standards (APENS) to reflect the requirements of Physical Education licensure programs, completion of which are required to be eligible for the endorsement. 

This endorsement is valid for teaching the subject or learners named, who is deemed to be of good moral character; who has successfully completed an approved program of preparation; who has successfully completed an examination prescribed by the State Board of Education; and who has been recommended by the dean or head of teacher education at an approved institution. The endorsement may be added only to a physical education certificate or license and can be pursued at both the undergraduate and graduate level.

Committee members: Lisa Lyle Henry, Ohio School for the Blind; Beth Hersman, Wright State University; Sue Sutherland, Ohio State University; Takahiro Sato, Kent State University; Sarah Buoni, Ohio Department of Education

	Standard 1. Candidates know and understand unique attributes of all students with disabilities. 

	1.1 Candidates know federal definitions of disabilities, including etiologies (causes) and characteristics, and analyze how each disability impacts cognitive, social, affective, and motor performance. (APENS 6)
1.2 Candidates understand and are able to design appropriate instruction for students with developmental delays (ages 3-5) based on the student abilities and physical, cognitive, motor, and affective characteristics. (APENS 6)
1.3 Candidates understand and analyze the impact that disabilities have on physical growth, cognitive, social and emotional development. (APENS 6)
1.4 Candidates are aware of students’ disabilities and design a safe learning environment which accommodates those limitations. (APENS 6)
1.5 Candidates understand implications of how certain characteristics of disabilities can affect the ability to engage in physical activity. (APENS 3)

	Standard 2. Candidates know and understand adapted physical education content and discipline-specific concepts related to the development of students with disabilities.

	2.1 Candidates understand current physical education issues and laws based on historical, philosophical and sociological perspectives for students with disabilities. (APENS 5)
2.2 Candidates understand and apply all criteria related to identification, due process rights, multi-factored evaluations, and Least Restrictive Environment (LRE). (APENS 12)
2.3 Candidates recognize characteristics of students with disabilities in order to assist in identification, instruction and intervention, including participating in an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team. (APENS 6, 8, 12)
2.4 Candidates are able to evaluate the effectiveness of their APE program and justify the program content based on best practices and state/national standards (APENS 12)

	Standard 3. Candidates utilize assessments to determine placement and inform instructional decisions.

	3.1. Candidates understand the value of and utilize a variety of appropriate authentic and traditional assessment instruments, including associated psychometric properties (e.g., validity and reliability) and value-added assessment. (APENS 8)
3.2. Candidates utilize eligibility criteria for placing students into the LRE for physical education. (APENS 6, 8, 10, 11)
3.3. Candidates use a variety of appropriate authentic and traditional assessment instruments to provide feedback and communicate student progress to students, colleagues, administrators, parents and families in an effective and professionally responsible manner. (APENS 8, 12, 15)
3.4. Candidates interpret and use data and value-added results to make informed curricular and/or instructional decisions. (APENS 9)
3.5. Candidates understand the processes involved in referring and assessing students with disabilities for special education services. (APENS 8) 

	Standard 4. Candidates plan and implement modified physical education programs based on the unique needs of students with disabilities.

	4.1 Candidates select and implement instructional strategies based on research of best practice to facilitate student learning based on the unique needs of students, in the physical education setting. (APENS 9, 10)
4.2 Candidates use appropriate assessment to develop, monitor and evaluate IEP goals for student achievement. (APENS 8, 9, 12)
4.3 Candidates demonstrate modified and adapted pedagogical knowledge, skills, and dispositions in developing and implementing effective learning experiences for students with disabilities. (APENS 9, 10)

	Standard 5. Candidates create a positive, safe learning environment in which students with disabilities can learn and develop.

	5.1 Candidates utilize management strategies which establish and maintain a positive learning environment for students with disabilities. (APENS 10)
5.2 Candidates apply appropriate developmental and functional practices to motivate students with disabilities to participate in physical activity. (APENS 10)
5.3 Candidates identify and implement strategies to promote positive personal and social relationships for students in the LRE. (APENS 10)
5.4 Candidates develop and implement an effective behavior management plan which includes safety for all students, including students with disabilities. (APENS 10)

	Standard 6. Candidates are able to consult and communicate with relevant personnel and engage with other professionals, parents, and students in an ethical manner. 

	6.1 Candidates identify advocates to assist parents and guardians in ensuring appropriate physical education programming. (APENS 11)
6.2 Candidates know how to inform parents and guardians of their right to due process. (APENS 11)
6.3 Candidates provide direct physical education services to students with disabilities. (APENS 11)
6.4 Candidates understand and value appropriate professional conduct. (APENS 14)
6.5 Candidates understand the importance of communicating with all members of the IEP team. (APENS 15)



The use of the (APENS #) for each component of the six Adapted Physical Education Endorsement Standards indicates alignment with the 15 Adapted Physical Education National Standards (APENS) (2019). 
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