DIRECTIVE 2021-015
May 10, 2021
RE: JOINT USE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY AND CANINE
COMPANIONS FOR INDEPENDENCE

The Ohio State University has been granted appropriations contained in House Bill 481
of 133rd General Assembly in the amount of seven hundred fifty thousand dollars. The
Ohio State University will use the funds to improve the facility owned by Canine
Companions for Independence. As required by Ohio Administrative Code section 33331-03, The Ohio State University submitted a Joint Use Agreement for consideration
and approval by the Chancellor.
The agreement conforms to Ohio Administrative Code as follows –




The format of the agreement is appropriate
The commitment extends no less than twenty years
The value of use to Ohio higher education institutions is reasonably related to
the amount of the appropriation

Agency staff reviewed the agreement and posted its recommendations to the
Department’s website for the purpose of providing a period of public comment before
final approval by the Chancellor. The materials posted for comment and the joint use
agreement are attached to this document.
Based on my review of staff recommendations, I hereby approve the Joint Use
Agreement between The Ohio State University and Canine Companions for
Independence.
This directive will take effect immediately.

___________________________________
Randy Gardner
Chancellor

25 South Front Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

phone 614.466.6000
fax
614.466.5866
web www.OhioHigherEd.org
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Joint Use Agreement Worksheet – Attachment A
The Ohio Department of Higher Education
January 2021
Direction: The purpose of this worksheet is to enable a campus to demonstrate how
the value of the uses that will be derived from a Joint Use Agreement is reasonably
related to the value of the state capital appropriation made to the partner entity.
Section I is to be filled out by the staff of the Ohio Department of Higher Education.
Sections II and III are to be filled out by the partner campus.
Example: A campus wishes to enter into a Joint Use Agreement with a 501(C)(3) entity
for a state appropriation of $5,000,000. The annual debt service paid by the state on
this appropriation is about $390,000 per year, for 20 years. To demonstrate that the
value of the uses of the facility is reasonably related to the state appropriation, the
sum of the campus’ educational uses of the facility should roughly equal $390,000 per
year for 20 years.
Section I: State appropriation information.
1. Amount of state appropriation provided:

$ 750,000

2. Estimated annual debt service on the appropriation:

$ 57,658

3. Term of the state bond, in years:

20 years

Section II: Estimated value of use of the facility.
Use(s) of the facility

Annual value of use

a. Annual Space use for Student Training
Total

$

85,440

$

85,440

# of years

20

(* List additional uses on separate page as needed.)

Section III: On a separate page, explain how each use listed in Section II was valued for
this analysis.
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Section III: Value Analysis
Overview of Project:
Canine Companions is the nation’s first and largest non-profit provider of assistance
dogs and is recognized worldwide for the excellence of its dogs and the quality and
longevity of the matches it makes between dogs and people. Canine Companions
enhances the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance
dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships, all of which is provided free
of charge.
Canine Companions North Central Region has outgrown its current building and has
secured 16 acres to build a new facility which will provide state-of-the-art kennels,
housing for students being trained to work with their assistance dogs, as well as
training and community space. In this space Canine Companions will be able to have
students and faculty from the College of Veterinary Medicine assist with the veterinary
care for the 110-120 dogs that pass through the facility annually. Throughout the year
there are opportunities for Vet Med students at different levels of education to get
hands on experience with our dogs that otherwise would not be able to be replicated in
the classroom. Canine Companions will work with the university to come to a
collaborative and mutually agreeable operating arrangement, beneficial to both
parties.
Training Performed at the Facility
Two faculty members and up to eight students will travel to the Canine Companions
campus to perform specified medical evaluations and tests on Canine Companions
dogs on a monthly basis. During this time, students will receive advanced, instructor
supervised, hands-on training in performing examinations and blood draws. During
these visits, Canine Companions will make available for use its kennels, grooming
areas, clinic, imaging, and isolation space for the above training. The training events
and vet checks will take place throughout the year during agreed up on hours and in
total will be 20 weeks, with an opportunity for expanded programs in the future.
Based on market rates for medical space in Central Ohio - $13/GSF – a similar 17,088
square foot facility would rent for $222,144 per year or $4,272/week. The total value
to the university, at a weekly rate of $4,272 is as follows:
20 weeks x $4,272 weekly rate = $85,440
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