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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ABC University Announces the Addition of a New Statewide Campaign Aimed at
Eliminating Sexual Violence on Campus
ALIGN endorses the idea that everyone can do something to end sexual violence

ANYWHERE, Ohio (April 30, 2019) – The ABC University has announced the adoption of a new, statewide social awareness campaign that emphasizes the role of the community and the importance of mutual respect in combating the pervasive problem of sexual violence on campus. 

The ALIGN campaign seeks to “align” the ABC University campus community members, as well as our priorities, responsibilities and efforts in order to create a strategy that enables us to realize, identify and stop sexual violence. Furthermore, the ALIGN campaign seeks to bring together the larger higher education community in Ohio, empowering all with the knowledge that every college and university in the state is committed to the same goal - ending sexual violence in campus communities. ALIGN emphasizes messages of practicing mutual respect, rejecting archaic social norms, and encourage the entire state to unite in this effort.   

The campaign will allow ABC University to identify, address and challenge the attitudes and behaviors that undermine efforts to build safe, inclusive learning communities. ALIGN will enable ABC University to speak to all campus stakeholders including students, faculty, staff, parents and even alumni, growing awareness and encouraging active participation from each in the effort end sexual violence on every Ohio campus. 

Research shows that over 11% of all college students experience sexual violence on campus, and instances are even higher among women (23%) and LGBTQ (73%) students. Sexual violence has lifelong implications for survivors. Survivors of sexual violence are more likely to suffer from depression and post-traumatic stress disorder, contemplate suicide, and abuse alcohol and drugs. 

“We have a responsibility to give every student in Ohio the opportunity to learn in a safe environment,” said Kerry Soller, project manager on campus safety & sexual violence prevention at the Ohio Department of Higher Education. “Ohio is at the forefront of this effort and is leading the nation in its undertaking to end sexual violence on our campus communities. The ALIGN campaign allows us to unite the state and influence behavior change.”

The ALIGN campaign will incorporate inclusive, positive, and engaging content that promotes a culture of shared respect and responsibility. The campaign utilizes inspirational images and messaging that dispel certain myths, create new social norms, and encourage everyone to get involved. 

Too often, many still subscribe to the idea that sexual violence is committed by strangers, but research has shown the opposite—that most perpetrators are peers, friends, and acquaintances. In fact, nine out of 10 college women knew the person who sexually victimized them.

ALIGN is flexible enough to integrate with ABC University’s local efforts that address campus-specific priorities and have been in place for X years. ALIGN will enhance these endeavors by supplying resources and cohesive messages. 

Materials include digital assets such as social media posts and ALIGN branded images, as well as downloadable marketing collateral that can be printed and distributed on campus, including posters, stickers, and informational rack cards. 

“We’re proud to implement the ALIGN campaign at ABC University and are passionate about advocating for a personal sense of responsibility when it comes to preventing and responding to sexual violence on campus,” ABC University President First Last Name says.
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