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New Options Available for Ohio's High School Equivalence Test 
Ohioans now have three testing options for earning a certificate of high school 
equivalence. The Ohio Department of Education approved GED, HiSET and TASC as 
the official testing companies for adult learners to use to earn the certificate of high 
school equivalence, generally considered to be the equivalent of a high school 
diploma. 

“For individuals who haven’t earned a high school diploma, earning the certificate of 
high school equivalence can be a life-changing event,” said Paolo DeMaria, 
superintendent of public instruction. “A high school diploma or its equivalent often is a 
minimum requirement for applying for many jobs or for being promoted. It also is 
needed to enroll in most colleges and advanced training programs. We are proud to 
provide more testing choices for individuals seeking better futures." 

Nearly 11 percent of adults over the age of 18 in Ohio have not completed a high 
school diploma or an equivalent. 

Many Ohioans require additional learning support prior to taking the tests. The state’s 
Aspire workforce readiness programs, funded by the Ohio Department of Higher 
Education, provide free classes for adults desiring to take the equivalence tests. 
Information about the Aspire programs can be found here or by calling 833-8ASPIRE. 

“Having these high school equivalence options and the free classes offered through 
the Aspire program can really give those individuals who haven’t earned a high school 
diploma a jump start on a successful future,” said Ohio Department of Higher 
Education Chancellor John Carey. “The Aspire classes and the testing options not only 
put these students on a pathway to continued education, but they also provide 
motivation by showing them that they have what it takes to succeed.” 

Individuals who are 16 and older who have withdrawn from school (if ages 16-18) and 
have not previously earned a high school or honors diploma are eligible to take a high 
school equivalence test. (Students ages 16 or 17 require parental consent.) Students 
must register online for the test of their choice and submit all required documentation 
to the Ohio High School Equivalence Office. 

“Ohio’s new options for the high school equivalence test will empower more Ohioans to 
earn a certificate of high school equivalence,” said Director Ryan Burgess of the 
Governor’s Office of Workforce Transformation. “Whether their next step is to pursue 
employment or continuing education, individuals who earn this certificate will be better 
prepared for success in a rapidly changing economy.” 

All previously awarded Ohio High School Equivalence Diplomas still are considered 
valid. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzI3Ljg3NTgwNjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMyNy44NzU4MDYzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzA5MTA1JmVtYWlsaWQ9anJvYmluc29uQGhpZ2hlcmVkLm9oaW8uZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qcm9iaW5zb25AaGlnaGVyZWQub2hpby5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26100%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fged.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjrobinson%40highered.ohio.gov%7C8265a84692cb43084e7d08d593fabf53%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C636577627524018531&sdata=NQmu%2F9VWYnmuKwuOy34usdQG9k0rNtUpPN5Tu77wp2E%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzI3Ljg3NTgwNjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMyNy44NzU4MDYzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzA5MTA1JmVtYWlsaWQ9anJvYmluc29uQGhpZ2hlcmVkLm9oaW8uZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qcm9iaW5zb25AaGlnaGVyZWQub2hpby5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26101%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fhiset.ets.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjrobinson%40highered.ohio.gov%7C8265a84692cb43084e7d08d593fabf53%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C636577627524018531&sdata=2dKmC0buk0O49sJRA7q%2FARoBtdCnWduCn9xgPzOq0bI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzI3Ljg3NTgwNjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMyNy44NzU4MDYzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzA5MTA1JmVtYWlsaWQ9anJvYmluc29uQGhpZ2hlcmVkLm9oaW8uZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qcm9iaW5zb25AaGlnaGVyZWQub2hpby5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26102%26%26%26http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tasctest.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjrobinson%40highered.ohio.gov%7C8265a84692cb43084e7d08d593fabf53%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C636577627524018531&sdata=CawdiJJKQ544wywMY6lA5pleLJxRwTpyPe66fQb4RxA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzI3Ljg3NTgwNjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMyNy44NzU4MDYzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzA5MTA1JmVtYWlsaWQ9anJvYmluc29uQGhpZ2hlcmVkLm9oaW8uZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qcm9iaW5zb25AaGlnaGVyZWQub2hpby5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26103%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fohiohighered.org%2FGED&data=02%7C01%7Cjrobinson%40highered.ohio.gov%7C8265a84692cb43084e7d08d593fabf53%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C636577627524018531&sdata=750PXmRKmRarriTLitK9ZCPFHRKjyD95Lp7yhImGwwY%3D&reserved=0


The Ohio High School Equivalence Office at the Department of Education provides 
guidance and assistance to test takers, preparation centers and testing centers. More 
information about Ohio High School Equivalence can be found on the Department’s 
website by clicking here. 

Adult learners also may qualify for Ohio’s Adult Diploma and 22+ Adult High School 
Diploma programs. More information about these programs can be found by clicking 
here.  

### 

About the Ohio Department of Education 
The Ohio Department of Education oversees the state’s public education system, 
which includes public school districts, joint vocational school districts and charter 
schools. The Department also monitors educational service centers, other regional 
education providers, early learning and child care programs, and private schools. The 
Department’s tasks include administering the school funding system, collecting school 
fiscal and performance data, developing academic standards and model curricula, 
administering the state achievement tests, issuing district and school report cards, 
administering Ohio’s voucher programs, providing professional development, and 
licensing teachers, administrators, treasurers, superintendents and other education 
personnel. The Department is governed by the State Board of Education with 
administration of the Department the responsibility of the superintendent of public 
instruction. 
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