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The Completion Agenda in TN: 

Background 

 Public Policy Audit – 2009 

 Complete College Tennessee Act (CCTA) – 2010 

 Institution Missions Revised – 2010 

 Master Plan Developed – 2010 

 Tennessee Transfer Pathways Developed – 2010-
2011 

 Performance-Based Funding Formula Developed and 
Implemented – 2010-2011 

 Adult-centered initiatives developed 

 Focus groups 

 Tennessee Adult Strategies Group  



The PLA Initiative 

 Goals: 

 Reduce time-to-degree for adult students. 

 Expand access to and options for PLA to adult learners in all 
Tennessee colleges and universities 

 Use PLA as an incentive for adults to return to school and as 
a tool to pursue increased degree attainment 

 Focus: 

 Increasing consistency 

 Increasing access 

 Increasing awareness 

 

 Elements: 

 PLA Task Force 

 Statewide PLA Standards 

 Training 

 Workforce Outreach 

 Marketing 

 



Highlights of TN PLA Standards 

 Value Statement 

 Standards for Awarding Credit 

 Internal Procedures 

 Portfolio-specific Standards 

 Transfer 



Other Areas of Agreement 

 Tracking and Transcription 

 Credit-by-exam standardization 







The PLA Initiative: Results 

 Challenges 

 Some faculty objections 

 System/campus acceptance 

 Campus-level implementation and capacity 

 Successes 

 Workable and substantial standards 

 Platform for collaborative work 

 Positive results with outreach to campuses and 

workforce 
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